
Brrr! It s cold in South Carolina this winter.  Many of us enjoyed the 

excitement of snow for the first time in a decade. I appreciated the 

dedication of my MathCounts students (and the many other teams in 

the Midlands) who spent our snowy Saturday in Columbia solving 

math problems as they participated in the chapter competition. Of 

course, during break time, I saw several of our students throwing 

snowballs and enjoying this special treat. 

Some teachers were happy that we did not miss a day of school be-

cause of the snow, and others were wishing for the rare snow day  

that gives us time to slow down and enjoy a special, unplanned day 

of rest and fun.  Whatever your opinion, I hope you have warm hands 

and hearts as we struggle through the wintry days ahead.  

Just think spring is only a month away!  

   Dot 

MathMate: SCCTMõs Official Journal 

Articles for upcoming issues 

are needed. If you have a 

successful project, class-

room activity, or mathemati-

cal idea that you are willing 

to share with other mem-

bers, please submit it to the 

MathMate. Additional infor-

mation and forms are ex-

plained at http://

www.scctm.org .  

Remember that the primary 

author of a refereed pub-

lished article can earn 60 

renewal points. 
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To teach is to 

learn twice. 

     Joseph Joubert 

http://www.scctm.org/
http://www.scctm.org/


Nearly 3 years ago, South Carolina be-

ϧϡϮΞϴϯΞϵϳϥΞϴϨϥΞϳϴϡϴϥᶯϳΞϳϡϬϥϳΞϴϡϸΞϲϥ϶ϥϮϵϥΞ

to fund education instead of property 

tax. Sales tax revenue can vary in direct 

relationship with economic conditions. 

Property tax revenue is more stable as 

property values do not vary as greatly as 

consumer spending habits.  Property 

taxes put the burden of funding educa-

tion entirely on those in our state who 

own property.  Sales taxes distribute the 

burden to all who purchase taxable items 

in the state.   Today, the sales tax reve-

nue received by South Carolina contin-

ues to fall and is insufficient to fund the 

educational needs of the state, so sig-

nificant cuts are required by school dis-

tricts and all educational agencies. Nu-

merous proposals are being considered 

during the current session of the South 

Carolina General Assembly to reduce the 

state budget for education and align that 

budget to projected revenue from sales 

taxes.   Many of the proposals impact all 

educators such as reducing the school 

year by 5 days for teachers and 10 days 

for administrators and halting loans and 

salary enhancements for new National 

Board Certified Teachers effective July 1, 

2010.  

Some of the proposals impact teachers 

of mathematics directly.  One involves 

the suspension of any state testing not 

required by federal law (currently the No 

Child Left Behind Act).  If this is ap-

proved, then next school year (2010 -

2011) no End - of - Course (EoC) tests in 

English, algebra, or U.S. history would 

be administered.  The EoC test in sci-

ence would be offered as South Carolina 

chose to comply with federal law through 

the High School Assessment Program 

(HSAP) and the science EoC test. 

Please consider sharing your views on 

the issues of state - required testing or 

reducing credits required for high school 

graduation with SCCTM Board members 

or me so we can represent you as these 

proposals move through the General As-

sembly.  

Hull, Susan Hudson and Cathy Seeley 

(2010).  High School to Post -

Secondary Education: Chal-

lenges to Transition. Mathemat-

ics Teacher, 104 , 6, pp. 442 -

445.  

 

 

 

NCTMôs E-Seminars provide a closer 

look at hot topics within math educa-

tion.  

Visit www.nctm.org/profdev  to learn 

more and register.  

Ed Dickey (College of Education, USC) is the SCCTM Government Relations Officer for SCCTM.  In the following 

article he shares information about whatõs happening in Columbia. 
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Sales tax 

revenue ...is 

insufficient to 

fund the 

educational 

needs of the 

state... 

 

Effective Mathematics Instruction: The Role of Mathematical Tasks  
Date: February 24, 2010  
Time: 4 -5 pm, ET  

Why Donôt My Students Have Number Sense? (Grades 6 - 8)  
Date: April 28, 2010  
Time: 4 -5 pm, ET  

http://iem.nctm.org/link.php?M=1848696&N=425&L=835&F=H
http://iem.nctm.org/link.php?M=1848696&N=425&L=1328&F=H
http://iem.nctm.org/link.php?M=1848696&N=425&L=1328&F=H


όϡϲϣϨΞΰγΞϩϳΞϯϮϬϹΞϡΞϭϯϮϴϨΞϡϷϡϹΞϳϯΞϩϴᶯϳΞϴϩϭϥΞϴϯΞϳϴϡϲϴΞϰϬϡϮϮϩϮϧΞ

for Pi Day (3/14). Can you imagine the excitement among 

mathematicians five years from now? What celebrations we 

will have on 3/14/15!  

ύςϔόΞᶮϳΞϷϥϢϳϩϴϥΞϨϡϳΞϬϩϮϫϳΞϴϯΞϡϣϴϩ϶ϩϴϩϥϳΞϴϨϡϴΞϣϡϮΞΞϨϥϬϰΞϹϯϵΞϰϬϡϮΞ

ϹϯϵϲΞϣϥϬϥϢϲϡϴϩϯϮΞϯϦΞϴϨϩϳΞϭϡϴϨΞᶲϨϯϬϩϤϡϹέᶳΞςϬϩϣϫΞϯϮΞϴϨϩϳΞlink or go 

to http://www.nctm.org/news/content.aspx ?id=8472  and 

check out the ideas.  

How many digits of pi can you and your students recite?  If 

you have a student who excels in this, please email Dot at          

ϤϨϡϲϤϩϮοϳϣέϲϲέϣϯϭΞϳϯΞϷϥΞϣϡϮΞϣϥϬϥϢϲϡϴϥΞϹϯϵϲΞϳϴϵϤϥϮϴᶯϳΞϳϵϣά

cess in the April newsletter.  

 Make sure that your mem-

bership information  ᶅpar-

ticularly your email address 

 ᶅis correct. Update your 

information at this site:  

  SC Council of Teachers of 

Mathematics  

 

Renew your NCTM mem-

bership online and desig-

nate South Carolina Coun-

cil of Teachers of Mathe-

matics for the affiliate re-

bate.  

http://www.nctm.org  

 

Renewing your SCCTM & NCTM memberships  

Speakers Needed for 2010 Conference  

Many of you use creative and exciting  

activities in your math classrooms 

which keep students active and learn-

ing. Please consider sharing your ideas 

ϡϮϤΞϥϸϰϥϲϴϩϳϥΞϢϹΞϳϵϢϭϩϴϴϩϮϧΞϡΞϳϰϥϡϫϥϲᶯϳΞ

ϰϲϯϰϯϳϡϬΞϦϯϲΞϴϨϩϳΞϦϡϬϬᶯϳΞϣϯϮϦϥϲϥϮϣϥέΞ

Presentations at all grade levels and all 

mathematics related topics are needed. 

Classroom teachers, math coaches, 

professors, and all other math educa-

tors are needed. Remember: the 

SCCTM conference is successful be-

cause YOU  are willing to share with 

your colleagues.  

Pi Day Ideas 
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Share your ideas 

and expertise by 

presenting at this 

yearŚs SCCTM 

conference. 

Speaker 

proposals are 

due April 15.  

http://www.nctm.org/news/content.aspx?id=8472
http://www.scctm.org/
http://www.scctm.org/


SCCTM has the following standing committees: All of the committees are charged by 

the SCCTM by-laws to fulfill their responsibilities and are comprised of the listed mem-

bers. They are chaired by the appointed or designated member of the Executive Board. 

 

Executive Committee Comprised of the President, President-Elect, Secretary and Treas-

urer to carry out routine duties of the organization between meetings.  This committee 

is also responsible for overseeing the official audit every year.  Dot Hardin ɀ Elaine 

Wiegert ɀ Helen Plexico ɀ Bruce Gibson 

 

Nominating Committee Chaired by an appointee of the president, members are se-

lected by the chair and submitted to the Executive Board for approval.  The duty of the 

committee is to nominate candidates for offices that are being vacated. Elaine Rafferty 
 
Publications Committee Chaired by the Vice-President At Large, members are ap-
pointed by the Executive Board and include the vice presidents for elementary, middle, 
secondary, and post secondary to assist the MathMate editor in producing this journal. 
Members of this committee will write or submit one article for each issue of the journal.      
Krista Cornehl ɀ Hamilton Parks ɀ Christi Fricks ɀ Amy Amick ɀ Bill Whitmire 
 
Scholarship Committee The SCCTM Scholarship Committee chair and members are ap-
pointed by the President with the advice of the Board. The responsibilities are receive 
applications from prospective teacher candidates,  convene meeting of committee to 
select the winners, inform the President of the applicants and winners, recognize 
awardees at the annual state Conference, write an article for the MathMate to inform 
members of winners, and submit end-of-project report.  Bill Whitmire- Paula Gregg - Rita 
Bixler 

 

Awards Committee [Outstanding Contribution to Mathematics Award (OCME) and 

Richard Riley Award] The OCME and Riley Awards committee chair and members are 

appointed by the president under the direction of the Board. This committee usually 

consists of three members chosen from former awardees. This award is usually not an-

nounced until the annual state Conference. Celia Adair  - Bill Stevens ɀ Dianne Steelman 

 

SCCTM Grant Awards Committee The SCCTM Grant Awards committee is composed of the 

chair and the five Vice-Presidents.   Lane Peeler - Krista Cornehl ï Hamilton Parks ï 

Christi Fricks ï Amy Amick ï Bill Whitmire 

 

SCCTM Committees 2010  
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Special thanks to 

these SCCTM 

members who 

are helping our 

organization by 

serving on 

committees this 

year. 



SCCTM Grant Awards Committee The SCCTM Grant Awards committee is composed 

of the chair and the five Vice-Presidents.   Lane Peeler - Krista Cornehl ɀ Hamilton 

Parks ɀ Christi Fricks ɀ Amy Amick ɀ Bill Whitmire 

 

Professional Development Grants Committee The Professional Development Grants 

committee is composed of seven members, appointed by the President of SCCTM 

with the advice and consent of the SCCTM Executive Board.  The chair of the commit-

tee is the Past-President of SCCTM.  The remaining six members shall be representa-

tive of the geographic regions of the state and shall include representation from both 

K-12 and post-secondary institutions. Sherri Abel - Tom Reid ɀ Theresa Davis ɀ Betty 

Gasque ɀ Jan Yow 

 

Advisory Assembly President-elect chairs this committee. Elaine Weigert 

 

Conference Committees 

 

Program Committee The Past-President is usually the Program Committee Chair.  The 

committee consists of the Past-President, the President-Elect, the five vice-presidents, 

and any other members that might be appointed by the President. Sherri Abel ɀ Elaine 

Wiegert ɀ Krista Cornehl - Bill Whitmire ɀ Amy Amick ɀ Christi Fricks ɀ Hamilton Parks 

 

Site Committee Chair The President is usually the Site Committee Chair. Dot Hardin 

 
Commercial Exhibit Chair - The Commercial Exhibit Chair is appointed by the President 
for each annual conference  Lane Peeler 
 
AV Committee Chair - The Equipment Committee Chair works closely with the Pro-
gram Chair, the Site Committee Chair, and the equipment rental company  
 
Student Pages Committee Chair The Student Pages Committee Chair is appointed by 
the Site Chair for each annual conference.  
 
Door Prizes Committee Chair The Door Prizes Committee Chair is appointed by the 
Site Chair for each annual conference Wilma Shealy 
 
Signs Committee Chair The Signs Committee Chair is appointed by the Site Chair for 
each annual conference             Cindy Parker 
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If you are willing to 

serve on one of these 

committees, please 

contact  Dot at 

dhardin@sc.rr.com or 

complete the Time & 

Talents form on the 

SCCTM website. 



South Carolina has teach-

ers with great ideas about 

classroom practices, pro-

cedures, differentiation, 

teaching with technology, 

and many other topics at 

which many of you excel. 

Please consider sharing 

your knowledge and ex-

pertise  at the 2010 con-

ference. If you are willing 

to share, please visit our 

site, http://www.scctm.org   

ϣϬϩϣϫΞϯϮΞᶲϣϯϮϦϥϲϥϮϣϥᶳΞϡϴΞ

the top of the home page, 

and complete a speaker 

proposal form.  

Many workshops, ses-

sions, and other events are 

planned for our fall con-

ference. We want you to 

be a part of these exciting 

two days in the Upstate of 

South Carolina.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note: The winner of 

the Life Membership has 

not returned the voucher to 

Bill Stevens. If YOU are the 

person who won that prize, 

OR YOU KNOW that per-

son, please send name 

and school information to 

Bill Stevens  at                  

stevenssw@comcast.net 

as soon as possible ᶫand 

congratulations!  

Looking Back: Fall Conference 2009  

Conference 2010: Sights & Information  
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Are you the 

winner of the 

Life 

Membership for 

SCCTM? 

http://www.thebestkeptsecretofthesouth.com/images/

MainStreetGreenvilleSC.jpg  

http://www.scctm.org/

